CHAPTER IV

U PON NYA

1.   THE LIFE OF U PON NYA

U PON NYA was born about the year  1807.    His father was a
minor  nobleman  at the  court of  Prince   Tharrawaddy, a   younger
brother of King Bagyidaw (who lost the war against the British), and
the young boy was brought up under the patronage of the prince.
He was a precocious child and was placed under the tutorship of the
most  learned  monk  of the  day.    The  prince   rebelled   against   his
brother and became king in 1837.   U Pon Nya, in the meantime, had
become a monk.   During the rebellion, his father fell fighting for the
prince, and the new king wanted U Pon Nya  to take  his   father's
office, but the future dramatist preferred to remain a monk.    King
Tharrawaddy continued to consider himself as godfather to U Pon
Nya, who therefore was in constant contact with the court.   On the
death of that king, his son Pagan ascended the throne, and U Pon
Nya left the capital for the little town of Sale, where he began to
compose literary essays in about 1847.   His essays and lyrics became
immensely popular, and he came to be known all over the country as
the 'Master of Sale', by which name he is more commonly referred
to.   In 1850 he became a layman again, and was  appointed a court
poet at  the  court  of Prince   Kanaung, a   brother   of the   reigning
king, Pagan.    In 1851   Burma went to war again with   the British
and   lost   some   more   territory.    Prince   Kanaung   and   his   other
brother,   Mindon,   rebelled   against   the   half-mad   king.     Mindon
became the new king and made peace with the British.    Kanaung
became the crown prince, and U Pon Nya his official poet.   He was
then   already   recognized   by   the   nation   as   the   foremost   poet,
scholar and essayist of the day.    He wrote  astrological  works  and
won further fame as an astrologer.    He believed that he was liable
to die on the scaffold and  asked  for a  proclamation  by the king
exempting him from punishment by death; otherwise he begged to
leave the court for the monastery.    The required proclamation was